Influence of freezing and storage methods on concentrations of brain DOPA and 5 HTP after pretreatment with a decarboxylase inhibitor.
The concentrations of DOPA and 5 hydroxytryptophan in rat brain were decreased by freezing on dry ice rather than in liquid nitrogen, and by a 5 minute delay in removing and freezing the brain by either method. The effect of post-mortem delay in freezing was greater for 5 HTP than for DOPA.